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Here ‘tis: the only saw with a Light Touch! 


McCULLOCH direct drive 


New D-44 easily outperforms all other direct-drive saws! 


LIGHT TOUCH IN CUTTING 

The D-44 is self-feeding. Its 
great power and fast chain do 
the work—you merely guide it. 


LIGHT TOUCH IN STARTING 
Touch the primer button and 
give an easy pull on the built- 
in rewind starter for fast, fool- 
proof starting in any weather. 


-_ 


LIGHT TOUCH IN WEIGHT 
The new D-44 is the lightest of al/ 
high-performance direct-drive saws. 


This light weight saves you /abor, 
LIGHT TOUCH IN BALANCE 

For carrying or cutting, you can't 
beat the feel” of this profes- 
sional, gasoline-powered tool. 


AND A FEW MORE LIGHT TOUCHES 


You can't name a good feature this saw doesn't have! \ 4 

Many are exclusive. Keyboard controls ...wraparound, 

chrome-plated handlebars... full-power operation in 

all positions...automatic clutch... high-capacity air q . 
cleaner... high-speed, self-feeding chain... special- \ r M cC U LLO Cc H ( 
alloy fortified bar...and many more, including the Branch offices and dealers 
greatest feature of all, the dependability that only 
comes with experience—the knowledge gained 
in building hundreds of thousands of chain saws. 


throughout Canada 


You, too, can cut wood with a Light Touch! 
See your McCulloch dealer today, or write for 
free information, McCulloch Co, of Canada Mf 
Ltd., 220 West First Ave., Vancouver 10, B.C. h 
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WIN A FREE D-44. enter tHe mccuttoch SAW DRAW...NO WORK, NO PUZZLES...SEE YOUR DEALER NOW! 


Saw Draw open to persons over 18 years of aye in U.S. and Canada, except where such contests are licensed, taxed, or prohibited, 
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A favorite tactic of the fishing 
interests in the controversy over 
whether B.C.’s hydro resources 
should remain undeveloped and In- 
terior industrialization be sacrificed 
is to appeal to the emotions rather 
than to the mind. 

In this respect Minister of Fish- 
eries James Sinclair is proving par- 
ticularly adept. In one of his recent 
speeches he stated ‘“‘Fish is a very 
important article of food. If we have 
no food we cannot eat, and we cannot 
eat a kilowatt.’’ Well, this is indeed 
new. Let us pause and consider this 
windfall of knowledge. 

‘‘We cannot eat a kilowatt,’’ is the 
solemn declaration. Since when? We 
eat them every day; we eat them in 
many ways; we would eat little with- 
out them. We eat them not as a jolt 
of electricity, but as a by-product, 
the same way as we eat not the plank- 
ton in the ocean but the by-products. 

Jimmy, if you will reflect you will 
realize that nothing, but nothing, has 
improved our standard of living like 
this unedible kilowatt of yours. We 
won’t even start listing the benefits 
of electricity, they surround us every- 
where. And demand for this little old 
kilowatt increases at a staggering 
rate. There just never is enough to 
go around. In the last 10 years con- 
sumption of electrical power in B.C. 
has doubled, and the Province has 
the fastest growing power demand in 
North America. In 1955 B.C. Power 
Commission generated 825, 000, 000 
kw hours of electricity. This figure 
will double by 1958, treble by 1961. 
This basic fact, Jim old fellow, is 
why you cannot keep dams off our 
rivers, especially with a baseless 
argument threatening people with 
starvation. 

Yes, of course, we eat kilowatts. 
The meat, fruit, and vegetables grown 
on ground irrigated with kilowatts is 
most nourishing. B.C. annually im- 
ports over $95,000,000 worth of 
agriculture produce, and this figure, 
in the cold words of the Department 
of Agriculture, represent only pro- 
ducts which, could be grown in the 
Province. 

The Moran Dam would irrigate a 
conservative 30,000 acres of highly 
productive soil, enough to produce 
annually 12,000,000 pounds of beef, 
or twice the amount now imported 
into B.C. Forthe first time we would 
make a significant contribution to the 
over-all economy of the Province. 

Yes, we eat kilowatts, same as we 
eat grass on the range and minerals 
in the soil. We eat them not direct 
but as meat produced from the grass 
and fruit and vegetables grown in the 
soil. Similarly we can and are eating 
kilowatts, eating them three times a 


day, enjoying them, and growing fat 
on them. So let us be done with this 
scary talk, and Jim, don’t worry 
about us not being able to eat a kilo- 
watt. They are delicious. 

We’ll grant you that salmon is a 
$50,000,000 industry. In by-gone 
years this figure was formidable, but 
last year tourism alone contributed 
$90,000,000 to the Province. By 
stretching his imagination a game 
official once estimated that sport 
salmon fishing is worth about $5, - 
000,000 a year. This is indeed a 
liberal estimate but we’ll go along 
with it, even though steps are under- 
way to curb salmon sport fishing. 
However the Moran Dam will directly 
add $25,000,000 to the tourist indust - 


Phone 381 


CAFE 
COFFEE SHOP 


And a Genuine Air 


of Hospitality. 


ry. It will also raise B.C.’s popu- 
lation by 400,000, and since last year 
B.C. residents spent about $45,000, - 
000 holidaying in their province, this 
increased population will contribute 
another $15,000,000 to the tourist 
business. So over all the Moran Dam 
will attract $40,000,000 in tourist 
dollars, or enough to make tourism 
B. C.’s third ranking industry. 

So why not drop your negative atti- 
tude of ‘we can’t have power and fish’ 
and start a constructive research 
plan. Already the handwriting is on 
the wall. Today we have the fish, but 
mankind’s advance is enexorable 
Tomorrow we will have the power -- 
either with or without fish. 


“The Graser Canyons Newest and Most Modern Hotel” 


COMPLETE 
AUTOMOBILE 
SERVICE 


SHELL AGENTS FOR OVER 
25 YEARS 


Home of the Cog Grinders 
Phone 381 


VANCOUVER’S GATEWAY TO INTERIOR B.C. , THE 
PEACE RIVER, AND THE ALASKA HIGHWAY. 
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3851 Carey Road, 
Victoria, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Your editorial on the preservation 
of the Cariboo’s fast -disappearing 
past is of real and urgent interest. I 
hope it impresses the average resi- 
dent and particularly the businessmen 
of the Cariboo as much as it should, 
because you have perhaps the last 
treasure trove of genuinely ‘romantic’ 


oor 


interest left on this continent, and it 
is being allowed to disappear it would 
Seem at an alarming rate. This dis- 
regard of our historical heritage 
Seems to be a national failing. Per- 
haps it is because our past is so recent 
that we are so heedless. 

As a visitor to the Cariboo I have 
long since fallen in love withthe place , 
and with avisitor’s outside viewpoint 
have realised what many Cariboo 
residents do not seem to fully appre- 
ciate - namely that you have all about 
you the potentially most interesting 
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The Clinton Hotel, built in the early 1860's and the oldest Hotel on the B.C. mainland, is one of the few 


surviving landmarks on the old Cariboo Road. A paved highway now runs where the oxen are standing. 


Hotel Devonshire 
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area in Canada for the traveller. I 
say potentially because if you do not 
carefully nurture the flavour of your 
past and preserve what you can of its 
relics, if youdo not preserve and give 
publicity to the facts and legends of 
one of Canada’s most colourful re- 
gions, a trip to the Cariboo will be- 
come just another fast ride through 
very fine scenery instead of the most 
delightfully association-ridden ex- 
cursion I know of. 

As an example, consider how much 
more the person who has some know- 
ledge of the Carson ranch, how it was 
founded, and so on, gets out of a trip 
over Pavilion Mountain, How much 
more interesting to know as you crawl 
down to Kelly Lake that this road, 
quite unchanged, has been here almost 
as long as there have been people 
settled in British Columbia. It isa 
dull and unimaginative fellow who does 
not feel that surely around the next 
bend on this dizzying descent he may 
well come upon afreighter’s wagon of 
the sixties toiling up the grade toward 
him. To know such things about a 
place ora road or a district makes a 
visit meaningful and infinitely more 
enjoyable. The area takes on a spe- 
cialcharm and the visitor remembers 
it and he tells his friends and soon 
others come. 

Unfortunately, if my case istypical, 
the casual visitor to Pavilion Mountain 
and other similar places will be told 
little of these things either by the local 
people orthe signposts. Only by dili- 
gent reading of the few books available 
on the Cariboo will you know what to 
look for, and the casual traveller 
rarely goes to that trouble. 

Even so, most people who visit the 
Cariboo fall under its spell. Many, 
like myself, are never quite the same 
after savouring the incredible beauty 
of Pavilion Mountain or that first vista 


@® VANCOUVER !, B.C 


“YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME” 


FINE FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS 
SERVED IN CONGENIAL SURROUNDINGS 


Ample Parking Facilities For Out-OF-Town Guests 
@ SINGLE ROOMS from $5.00 
@ DOUBLE ROOMS from $7.50 
Downtown Conveniences at Home Town Prices 
W. Fred Evans, Managing Director 
Telephone: PAcific 5481 
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of the Chilcotin beyond the endless 
switchbacks up from the Fraser. Yet 
we must leave this lovely land seem= 
ingly always as though we have seen 
only a part of the picture. Why, only 
this past summer I drove past Mrs. 
Lee’s store at Hanceville four times 
without an inkling of the wonderful 
story of Mr. Lee’s incredible cattle- 
drive. And I toiled up the Upper Hat 
Creek road and thence down to the 
main highway by way of the Oregon 
Jack Creek road, after trying in vain 
locally to find some information on 
this route. After travelling that par- 
ticular trail, you can’t tell me there 
isn’t a story behind it. How much 
moreI missed I shall probably never 
know. 

The fabulous Cariboo mile-houses 
are a case in point. The average 
visitor goes whizzing by them quite 
heedless of the stories they might, 
each and every one, tell. He may 
stop fora coke ora quick lunch as he 
heads for some gas-heated motel in 
one of the towns. If the day of the 
mile-houses as the principal hostel- 
ries of the region is gone, still there 
is noreason for the present situation, 
wherein many are modernized out of 
all recognition or at the other end of 
the scale stand in a state of near- 
abandonment, for, restored to some 
semblance oftheir original state each 
might be a ready made museum in 
which to display the historical relics 
of their immediate area. I envision 
an association of mile-house owners 
co-operating with local historical 
societies to produce a tourist attract- 
ion, which if properly publicized, 
could be second to none on the con- 
tinent while at the same time assist- 
ing materially in solving the problem 
of the appropriate housing and preser- 
vation of many historical artifacts. 
Perhaps not too fireproof, but at least 
where the people can readily see 
them. 

Why not, since the objective of your 
historical societies is so intimately 
tied to tourism, set up a tourist de- 
velopment public-spirited organiza- 
tions of your service clubs, chambers 
of commerce, boards of trade, resort 
Owners associations, etc., recruit 
your members from among those who 
benefit directly or indirectly from the 
touristtrade. Beyond this others will 
join to some degree out of public 
spirit. Town and village councils 
should find financial support accord- 
ing to their means profitable. 

This agency should direct its efforts 
and the expenditure of its funds to 
three main objectives: first, to pre- 
serve and mark your places of histor- 
ical interest; second, to sell the Car- 
iboo more effectively to at least as 
much of the rest of the Pacific coast 
as possible; and third, to remedy the 
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@ LORAIN 


Shovels, Cranes, Backhoes, Logload- 
ers, Rubber and Crawler Mounted. 


anal @ WASHINGTON IRON 
WORKS 


Logging Equipment, Diesel Engines, 
Pulp and Plywood Presses. 
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@® TERRATRAC 


Crawler Loaders, Dozers, Forklifts, 
Hoes. 


@ PETTIBONE-MULLIKEN 


CORP. 
Pettibone “Wood” Mix-in-Place 
RUSTON & HORNSBY Road Building Equipment, Graders, 
LIGHTING & POWER PLANTS Loaders, Road Rollers. 


@ RUSTON & HORNSBY LTD. 


Diesel Engines, Mine Locomotives, 
Power Plants, Gas Turbines. 


@ PEERLESS 


z Logging and General Purpose Trail- 
TERRATRAC ANGLE DOZER ers. 
WITH WINCH 


UNIVERSAL 


Crushing Screening, Washing and 
Blacktop Plants. 


LONDON CONCRETE 
MACHINERY CO. LTD. 


Pumps, Concrete Mixers, and Hoists. 


TROJAN 


Rubber-Tired Front End Loaders, 
Four Wheel Drive, Torque Converter. 


JUNKERS 


Free Piston Diesel Compressors. 


@ NUBREX 


Greasing Equipment, Guns, Nipples, 
Hoses and Containers. 


@ KRONENBURG 


Portable Fire Engines, Fire Fighting 
Equipment. 


PEERLESS TRAILER 


PHONE, WIRE OR WRITE TO 
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A BRUTE FOR WORK 


B.C. BUILT FOR B.C. CONDITIONS 


Northland Battery Service 


Owned & Managed by Morley Reid 


PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. Art McCARDLE KAMLOOPS, B.c. 


Tons of gravel were dumped on the road but all it did was push up the mound shown 

in the left hand picture. Last year Docherty-Blair bulldozed away the old material and land- 
scaped as shown in the right hand picture. Then 12,000 tons of rock and gravel were hauled into 
the excavation to act as a counterbalance for the road above and the trouble spot has disappeared. 


DOCHERTY « BLAIR CONSTRUCTION CO. 


spring. 


DIRT-MOVING CONTRACTORS and HEAVY HAULING SPECIALISTS 


Cedar Poles - For Power and Telephone Line 
MOVING - HAULING - EXCAVATING - BULLDOZING - TRACK-LAYING 


Write For Estimates 


QUESNEL, BRITISH COLUMBIA 
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THE GOLDEN 
GRIEF OF CARIBOO CAMERON 


by EDGAR D. SMITH 


‘€CARIBOO’’ CAMERON 


THE CAMERON, TINKER, AND WATTE CLAIMS. CAMERON, WILLIAMS CREEK 


The Watte and the Tinker claims each yielded $300,000 worth of gold, but 
Cameron’s was the richest strike of all, giving forth about $800,000 


Although Cameron’s claim proved to 
be the richest ever recorded in B.C., 


his golden nuggets brought him noth- 


ing but grief and an early grave. 


One of the most pathetic love stories 
in the early history of British Colum- 
bia is the woeful saga of ‘Cariboo’ 
Cameron whose wife had four funer- 
als, two caskets and three burials-- 
and all because ‘Cariboo’ loved her 
too much and wanted to give her a 
fortune. 

The tragic story begins 93 years 
ago in Cornwall, Ontario, where John 
Angus Cameron was a young, poorly- 
paid Scottish clerk, whose imagina- 


Continued on Page 33 
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Young nutria happily munching carrot sticks--they eat anything in the vegetable line. 


The Amazing 


Get acquainted with this unusual little animal who has no known diseases, 
has dandelions grown for his feed, and who might well be the fur in your 
wife’s next winter coat. 


If a quiz programme should ask 
you: ‘‘What newcomer to B.C. fur 
ranching enjoys the brightest pros- 

cts?’’, hereis the answer --nutria 
pronounced NEW-tree-a). The fur 
of this whimsical little animal soon 
may be as well known as mink. It is 
already as valuable. 

While New York and Texas fashion 
salons are at present quoting from 
$500 to $4000 for full swing nutria 
coats we can expect similar quality 
at greatly reduced cost when the B.C. 
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industry gets into its stride. Two 
wealthy Pacific Coast syndicates are 
currently promoting the raising of 
nutria in the Fraser Valley and Van- 
couver Island areas. 

These syndicates are offering to 
supply the fur ranchers with breeding 
stock, buy the pelts and by-products 
and provide free veterinary and other 
services ifneeded. In return for the 
guaranteed market the rancher is 
asked to sign a closed ten-year con- 
tract. 


by 


Nutria 


LAURENCE M. BOURNE 


One or two breeders, cautious of 
long term contracts, are working in- 
dependently, confident of finding their 
own markets. 

Originally from South America the 
water-loving nutria is an oddity of 
Nature, seemingly made from spare 
parts of other animals. He sports a 
groundhog’s body, beaver’s head, 
mouse’s ears, opossum’s tail and 
whiskers of a walrus. He displays a 
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by: pee houer The MacBride Museum in Whitehorse. 


An autographed photo of the Yukon’s most famous adopted son. Service 
came to work in Whitehorse as a bank clerk and left a famous poet. 


In the spring of 1951 a small group 
of citizens organized the ‘‘ Yukon His- 
torical Society’’ under the ‘‘Societies 
Ordinance’’ of Yukon Territory, its 
objects being: 

“The collection and preservation 
of all items and historical documents 
of cultural and educational value per- 
taining to the Yukon Territory and to 
eventually display same in a museum 
for the information of the general 
public. ”’ 

The Society was very fortunate in 
being able to secure from the Depart- 
ment of National Defense, the use of 
a two-story log building located in the 
business district, for museum pur- 
poses. This building in itself is an 
historical landmark, having been 
erected in 1900 to house Government 
Telegraph office and personnel. It 
still stands sturdy and solid as a fine 
example of pioneer log construction. 

In the spring of 1955 by degree of 
the Whitehorse Board of Trade the 
building was officially named ‘‘W.D. 
MacBride’’ Museum, as a tribute to 
the efforts of W.D. MacBride, Pres- 
ident of the museum. The building is 
the only public structure in White- 
horse to bear an individual’s name. 
The operation of the museum is fi- 
nanced by small grants from the Terr- 
itorial Government, City of White- 
horse and voluntary donations. No 
admission charge is made but there 
is a ‘Donation Box’’. | 

Itis open tothe public between May 
15th and September 15th from 7.30 to 
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PAGE 9 


Wild erness 


Winter 


- f Y; a 
ay we 


A 
hc 
Z ae 
iy, V2 


There is a feeling about the winter 
season that is in no other. It is a 
sense of snugness, security and soli- 
tude.. There will be few human visi- 
tors now until spring and little to 
disturb long hours of work and con- 
templation. 

Only the bark walls and the windows 
of my cabin show between the white- 
laden roof and the white drifts around 
yet the whole building seems to be 
more solid, more firmly rooted. At 


night golden lamplight streams out 


over the snow and smoke from the 
fireplace rises straight up into the 
clear, still air. It is hard to know 
which is better: to be outside looking 
in or inside looking out at sparkling 
stars, bright mountains shouldering 
a night-blue sky and all the calm 
clarity of wintered earth. 

The woodshed is filled and big 
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By GRANT MADISON 
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Many of us yearn to leave civilization, to get away from everything and live in 
the woods, but few of us succeed. The author did escape, and here he relates 
his pattern of life during the early winter moriths. 


blocks piled up on the porch for the 
fireplace. Mail is packed in on snow- 
shoes only at long intervals, but a 
great deal of writing and reading is 
done. This is the time for it: when 
my only visitors are the blackcapped 
and mountain chickadees, snowy owls, 
Alaska robins, wrens and snow bunt- 
ings and the hours are long and un- 
troubled. But never long enough. 
Occasional flocks of western evening 
grosbeaks and redpolls ,come to call 
or, more occasionally still, I spy a 
pine grosbeak in my clearing or 
glimpse the great grey owl flapping 
through Home Wood at dusk. 

In the woods there is the plop-plop 
of snow shaken by the wind from the 
ladenevergreens. It marks the ground 
like a paw print. But there are real 
paw prints too: of rabbit, mouse, 


cougar, coyote and, once in a while, 
lynx, weaselandshrew. The scream- 
ing of a mountain lion, the howling of 
a coyote sounds the true wilderness 
note in these long winter nights. 

It is impossible to travel without 
snowshoes before the hard crust of 
January forms. You sink down to 
your knees, to your waist. It is hard 
to keep the necessary paths cleared 
and exercise, except with axe and 
shovel, is considerably curtailed. But 
“snow year, rich year’’. From Octo- 
ber until February there is no sun in 
my valley, but reflections of light 
from the glittering sides of Fireweed 
Mountain make shadows on the snow 
and inside the cabin. The stumps 
resemble the White Queen more than 
alittle and the stones in the river are 


Continued on Page 32 


Every year the Vanderhoof and District Board of Trade sponsors a ‘‘Frontier Jamboree’’ to honor those 
pioneers who settled in the Nechako river valley prior to the completion of the Grand Trunk Pacific railway 


in 1914, 


Unfortunately space doesn’t permitus to list names and addresses, but residents of Burns Lake, 


Vanderhoof, Fort St. James, and other communities will easily recognize their senior citizens in the group. 


Around The 


Although the name Kitimat is now 
as familiar to Interior residents as 
Prince George, Kamloops, or Fort 
St. John, apart from the fact that it 
produces aluminum by the train load, 
many people have onlya hazy picture 
of the northcoast center. To correct 
this Alcan recently compiled the fol- 
lowing information about its famous 
offspring. 

‘‘Kitimat is located at the head of 
the Douglas Channel some 70 miles 
inland from the open water of Hecate 
Strait on the coast. By air it is 400 
miles northwest of Vancouver, 70 
miles southeast of Prince Rupert, 
and 250 miles due west of the nearest 
inland B.C. city, Prince George. 

The town lies at the entrance toa 


ARTHUR DOWNS 


valley 8 miles wide, with mountains 
on either side and a panorama simi- 
lar to that of Vancouver. The valley 
extends some 40 miles north to the 
town of Terrace. Kitimat is access- 
ible by regularly scheduled steam- 
ship, railway, and airline service. 
The C.N.R. recently completed a line 
connecting Kitimat with its main line 
at Terrace and is now operating a 
daily service. Pacific Western Air- 
line operates two or more return 
flights daily from Vancouver, and 
C.P.A. runs a daily scheduled flight 
to Vancouver, to Terrace and return, 
connecting with the daily C.N.R. train 
into Kitimat. Construction ofa high- 
way between Kitimat and Terrace is 
under way. 


Wally West photo 


Towns 


Kitimat’s climate isthe temperate , 
coastal type, with extremes of tem- 
perature rarely encountered but with 
a definite rainy season in-the fall and 
winter. Records for 12 years show 
average precipitation equivalent to 88 
inches of rain annually, with more’ 
than half occuring from October to 
January, inclusive. Temperature re- 
cords are available for only a short 
period but itis expected that temper- 
ature will compare closely with that 
of Prince Rupert where the annual 
mean for the years of record averages 
46 degrees F., ranging from a mean 
of 35 degrees for January to 57 de- 
grees for August. In an average year 
temperatures run from a low of 2 to 
a high of about 80. 
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EATON’S OF CANADA 


1T PAYS TO SHOP AT EATON’S 
THROUGH THE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUES 


The principal activity at Kitimat is 
the operation of the Alcan smelter 
and related facilities. The smelter, 
which employs amajor portion of the 
working population, commenced op- 
eration in August, 1954, with a ca- 
pacity of 90,000 tons of aluminum 
annually. Employees of the smelter 
now number approximately 1,200. A 
large extension to the smelter which, 
in accordance with present plans, will 
bring production to 333,000 tons 
annually by the end of 1959, is under 
way. Principal contractor for this 
work is Saguenay-Kitimat Company, 
a subsidiary of Alean. Employment 
will be provided for about 2,000 con- 
struction workers at peak periods 


BUY CANADIAN 
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during construction. 

As residential and commercial de- 
velopment catches up with the devel- 
opment of the smelter following com- 
pletion of the present expansion pro- 
gram in 1959, population is expected 
to reach about 20, 000. 

Kitimat is self-governing and not a 
company town. The Municipality of 
Kitimat was established in March 
of 1953 by a special Act of the B.C. 
Legislature. The affairs of themun- 
icipality are administered by a Reeve 
and six Councillors and a Municipal 
Manager responsible to the Council. 
A master plan for the future resi- 
dential, commercial, and industrial 
growth of Kitimat, prepared by town 


planning consultants, is implemented 
by a zoning by-law passed by the 
municipality. ”’ 

Current rate of development in the 
aluminum center is reflected in build- 
ing permits. Forthe first ten months 
of 1956 permitstotalled almost $18,- 
000,000, the second highest figure in 
B.C. The area was topped by only 
Vancouver, and that coast center has 
about 40 times the population of Kiti- 
mat but only three times the building 
activity. And the Kitimat total does 
not include additions or expansions 
to the smelter. It is development in 
the actual townsite. About $8,000, - 


000 of the total will be for some 500° 


homes and the remainder for com- 


LURES & SPOONS THAT CATCH FISH 
in SALT AND FRESH WATER 


¢ Spinning ° Trolling ° Casting 
THE CHOICE OF CANADIAN FISHERMEN 
FOR OVER 40 YEARS. 


Alber TOOL & STAMPING WORKS 


Vancouver, B. C. 


BUY. THE BEST 


* BUY GIBBS TACKLE 


One consolation about winter is that 
spring isn't far behind. And to 
interior fishermen spring means it 
is time to start thinking in terms 
of rainbow trout such as this young 
lady is struggling to hold. It came 
from Stuart lake north of Vanderhoof, 
and many other lakes like this make 


the Interior a haven for the fisherman. 


mercial and civic construction. This 
year promises to be even more ac- 
tive, with an estimated $23, 000, 000 
worth of buildings slated to appear. 
While the rapidly growing center 
has attracted the attention of adven- 
turers the world over, it also seems 
to have a fascination for district 
wild-life, especially black bears. 
Last year a bear wandered into a 
local hotel, gave the beer parlor a 
once over, then left, leaving behind 
a thoroughly alarmed group of pa- 
trons. Then recently a two year old 
black bear spent some hours in the 
music room in the new wing of the 
High School. Whether or not it was 
the same bear returning for a smat- 
tering of learning no one will know. 
Two construction men decided that 
they could work better without bruin 
breathing over their shoulders and 
chased him back to the forest. 
Inthis respect the pair fared better 
than two Americans who tussled with 
a bull moose near the Parsnip River 
on the Hart Highway. The two over- 
took the moose at night and while they 
were wondering what to do, the big 


fellow decided he didn’t like being 
followed. He wheeled about, charged, 
and drove his antlers through their 
grill and radiator. Then he twisted 
them like a can opener, snorted, and 
ambled contentedly down the highway . 
When he was safely gone the Amer1- 
cans plugged their punctured radia- 
tor, wired their shattered grill, and 
headed for a garage, taking care not 
to crowd the indignant monarch of the 


wilds. 

However they were no more awed 
than was a motorist near Vanderhoof 
last fall. He was driving along High- 
way 16, minding his own business 
and admiring the vivid array of au- 
tumn colors when he rounded a bend 
and almost ran into an elephant. He 
hurriedly braked and peered ahead. 
Yes, it was an elephant. No doubt 
about it. There were four legs, trunk, 


ose. Of highwa 
other points of ip¢CUeTY and 


interest. 


Youll find them all in the 
NORTHWEST Ss RAVEL CUIDE 


Ce- F2uteghe 
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2 es | twitching tail, in fact the works. The 

Be eds” Ce at 4 motorist was about to take the pledge 
cha when a wrecker pulled up and the 
story unfolded. 

The elephant was one of three from 
Gayland shows. The other two were 
on a truck in the ditch just around the 
bend. It appeared that a hunter had 
shot a moose near the highway, and 
the truck driver, never having seen 
amoose, pulled his truck of elephants 
off the road for a closer look. How- 
ever the truck bogged down and the 
driver unloaded one of his cargo to 
pull it out. But the elephant proved 
stubborn and elephants being what 
they are the driver decided not to 
press the point and went for a wreck- 
er. Thereafter the wayward elephant 
was loaded aboard, the motorist con- 
tinued his journey, and highway rou- 
tine settled back to normal. 

Another road now returned to nor- 
mal after being invaded by the great- 
<] est influx of transient hunters in his- 

EDM SO So tory is the Cariboo Highway. Last 
rai? fall almost 16,000 individual hunters 

SS eeson Ba? aid passed the checking station main- 
mile natural gas pipe line is tained by the Game Department at 
Cache Creek. This was almost 50 
per cent above 1955, and the hunters 
left hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to Interior businessmen. For their 


rR ae. He fru 


The scene of pipe being unloaded for the 700 
becoming increasingly rare along the route of the project. Most of the 
rough work is completed and in the spring feeder lines will be laid to 


supply the various towns and communities. Wally West photo. 


SOVEREIGN 


CONSTRUCTION & 
ENGINEERING LTD. 


1415 WectcwH Street — P.O. Box 190 
NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C. 


THE EXPANSION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA’S VAST INTERIOR 


Clearing Excavating 
Rock Work 


CLEARED AND GRADED 210 
MILES OF PIPE-LINE 
RIGHT OF WAY 


GRADED AN 
ADDITIONAL 60 MILES 
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money hunters got 2,550 moose, 
2,297 deer, and a chance to see first 
hand some ofthe varied beauty char- 
acteristic of B.C.’s 365,000 square 
mile area. 

Many of these hunters return yearly 
and to most ofthem the most amazing 
part of the tripis the almost fantastic 
growth of Interior villages, towns, 
and cities. 100 Mile on the Cariboo 
Highway is typical. Short years ago 
it was 2ittfe more than a wide spot on 
the Highway, today it is a brightly lit 
community with a quarter million 
dollar hotel, modernistic stores, 
banks, motels, garages, schools, 
and homes. It is an important lum- 
bering center and each year plays 
host to more and more tourists who 
come to fish the many lakes, or go 
western atthe dozens of dude ranch- 
es, or just to relax and enjoy the 
romance of the Cariboo. 

Another area expanding with un- 
believable rapidity is the Peace Ri- 
ver. This fabled land, long neglected 
by everyone except pioneers, is now 
pacing B.C.’s development. To date 
the main project is a $30,000, 000 
gas scrubbing plant and refinery near 
the graceful Peace River suspension 
bridge onthe Alaska Highway. Speak- 
ing of the project, George L. McMa- 
hon, president of Pacific Petroleums 
Ltd. , stated that ‘‘this new industry 
will employ several hundred persons , 
and will be a great economic asset to 
the entire north country. It will be 
the first really large industry for the 
north, and will, we foresee, be the 

Continued on Page 16 
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Between Terrace and Prince Rupert Highway 16 parallels the C.N.R. 


tracks for miles, 


In several places this proximity gives the motorist 
the uneasy feeling that the train is running down the Highway. 


In the 


above photo a train is travelling about 6 feet from part of the 22 mile 


paved section of the highway. 


forerunner of many more industries.” 

The effect of these new industries 
on Dawson Creek and Fort St. John 
is startling. In Dawson Creek build- 
ing permits for 1956 topped $5,000, - 


Northwest Digest photo 
000, an almost unbelievable record 
for a village with a population of under 
8,000. By contrast New Westminster , 
opulation 31,000, could muster only 
$3,500,000 worth of new construction. 


Among major buildings under con- 
struction or completed are the Fed- 
eral Building, United Church and 
Hall, Rotary Harbour, North West 
Telephone Building, Curling Rink, 
Hudson’s Bay Company addition, 
Central Junior High School, Mile Post 
Bowladrome, 600 seat theater, Pub- 
lic Library, Cedar Lodge Motel, 
North Star Oil Service stations, De- 
partment of Mines Housing Project , 
addition to Northern Alberta Dairy 
pool, addition to Aspol Motors, and 
many Similar projects. 

Rapid development of B.C.’s larg- 
est village is shown in the example of 
the local Credit Union. It was formed 
in 1943 with 12 members and six 
dollars in assets. Today assets have 
reached $2,000,000, and with 5, 000 
members the credit union is one of 
the largest, ifnotthe largest, in B.C. 
In 13 years it has loaned $6,000,000, 
with an almost negligible total written 
off as uncollectable. 

Residents of both the north and the 
south Peace were gratified when 
Premier Bennett recently announced 
that Ottawa had agreed to pave the 
Alaska Highway 55 miles from Daw- 
son Creek past Fort St. John to the 
side road leading to Hudson Hope and 
the Peace River Canyon. However 
Ottawa has now denied promising any- 
thing. This, of course, shows a pa- 
thetic apathy on the Federal Govern- 
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SULLIVAN MOTORS 


THE PLACE TO GO FOR 


Personalized Maintenance To Keep Your 


Car Road Safe And Trouble Free. 


PONTIAC BUICK G.M.C. TRUCKS 
General Motors Parts 


25 zs 
BEAR 
whe. 
& STEERING 
SERVICE 


ment’s part. 

The stretch between Fort St. John 
and Dawson Creek is one of the heavi- 
est travelled of any gravel highway in 
Canada and from break-up to snow- 
fly is virtually a wall of dust. Several 
fatal accidents have occurred and 
others will undoubtedly occur. In- 
stead of dragging itsheels and acting 
coy, the Federal Government should 
be in the vanguard and assisting de- 
velopment of the area, instead of ig- 
noring it. 

An example of Ottawa’s lead footed 
approach to progress was the Peace 
River’s telephone system. The in- 
stallation was hopelessly inadequate 
about 1946 and with each passing 
season deteriorated more. But for 
years Ottawa turned a most blunt ear 
to pleas of local residents that the 
system be modernized. Then finally 
last year they relented and took a 
progressive step--they sold out to 
the B.C. Telephone Company. 

Now a complete revamping of the 
system is underway and recently the 
Peace River was connected directly 
to Vancouver via a micro-wave net- 
work. Previously calls to Prince 
George, for instance, went through 
Edmonton, threetimes the necessary 
distance and three times the cost. 
The same was true with calls to Van- 
couver and other southern points. 

Meanwhile north at Fort St. John 


ODUCTS 


MOTORS LTD. 
QUESNEL, B.C. 


growth continues to excell even the 
most optimistic predictions. Build- 
ing permits last year topped a million 
dollars and population has grown 
from 884 in 1951 to almost 2,000 
today. It was the largest increase 
registered in B.C. fora small village 
and if current growth is maintained, 
a population of 10,000 within five years 
is easily possible. 

The basis of this prediction is the 
fact that to date virtually all the nat- 
ural gas discovered in B.C. has been 
within a 50 mile radius of Fort St. 
John, and exploration continues to 
discover new gas fields which will 
inevitably bring industries similar to 
the $30,000,000 project now rising 
near the village at Taylor’s Flat. 
And of course the P.G.E. extension 
scheduled for completion this year 
will further stimulate development. 
Therefore southern B.C. residents 
should some night take a second look 
at the sky. They might notice that the 
north star has a companion, a star 
shining just as brightly and one that 
will justly reward those with tne 
gumption to go north and establish 
themselves while the country is on the 
threshold of development. 

And speaking of development, the 
editor of the Ashcroft Journal sug- 
gests an easy way for Interior resi- 
dents to keep development rolling. 
The suggestion is simple--‘‘Shop at 


Home’’. ‘‘Some people like to go to 
the ‘big city’ to do their shopping, ”’ 
points out the editor, ‘‘but what’s the 
use of that when youcan buy products 
just as reasonable at home. Local 
merchants stand behind whatever they 
sell, are ready to give your needs 
their undivided attention and stand 
ready at all times to wait on you. It’s 
a good habit to get into,’’ concludes 
the editor, ‘‘not just for special oc- 
cassions but for the year around. ”’ 
In this we agree. Local merchants 
are always the first tapped for dona- 
tions to variouS community causes, 
they are expected to give their time 
for civic and community development , 
and they pay high taxes to support 
schools, fire brigades, and other 
community services. It follows that 
they should have first chance to serve 
community residents. Furthermore 
a high degree of local patronization 
enables the local businessman to ex- 
pand and better servethe community. 
For instance because of local pat- 
ronization West End Motors in Prince 
George recently added to their garage 
and made it the largest truck servicing 
center inthe city. Similarly Shields 
Motor Products in Prince George is 
one of the largest distributors in the 
Interior, a position made possible by 
local trade. These two garages alone 
employ dozens of local men and women 


Continued on Page 20 
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FOR SALE 


LODGE ON 56 ACRES OF PROPERTY. THREE GUEST 
SLEEPING ROCMS, 1 DOUBLE CABIN, 4 SINGLE CABINS 


GAS AND OIL SERVICE 


SMALL STORE AND COFFEE SHOP IN CONNECTION 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND TERMS WRITE 


J. JEFFERIES 


THE LODGE LIVING ROOM 


H. SIEMENS 


HOPE, B.C. 
GRUEN - CADMAN - SIEMENS WATCHES 
JEWELRY — DIAMOND RINGS 


1 
‘ 


MARK <iites 
' DOUG CHRISTIE MO £0) RS 


Gas& Electric WELDING AUTO PARTS REPAIRS 
| POWER HOIST LUBRICATION 


TIRES GAS OIL ACCESSORIES 
The SHEIL1. Station at LYTTON, B.C. 


> so 


= 
KERAY’‘S INN 
MODERN CABINS 
DINING ROOM COFFEE BAR 
STANDARD SERVICE STATION 


Siska, B.C. 165 miles from Vancouver 


CLINTON HOTEL, 


CLINTON, B.C. 
IN THE HEART OF THE HUNTING AND FISHING DISTRICT 
British Columbia's Oldest Hotel 
All.Modern Conveniences, 


Manager -- Win Campbell 


CLINTON B 


BODY SHOP 


COMPLETE 
COLLISION REPAIRS 
AUTHORIZED Kaiser * Willy's Dealer 
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CEDARVALE, B.C. 


The trouble with pulling strings 
is that you never know who is pull- 
ing at the other end. 


Fire Protection 


INSTALL NOW AN INEXPENSIVE 
FULLY AUTOMATIC U. L. 
APPROVED FIRE DETECTION 
SYSTEM WHICH ENABLES YOU 
TO SAVE LIVES AND PROPERTY 


ALARM GIVES RAPID WARNING 
WHEN FIRE FIRST STARTS 


FREE INFORMATION, ESTIMATES 
WITHOUT OBLIGATION FROM 
DEALERS THROUGHOUT B.C. 


FIRE LITE DETECTION SERVICES 
2582 WEST BROADWAY 
VANCOUVER 9, B.C. 


Shaw Springs Resort 


MODERN ACCOMMODATION 
DINING ROOM -- COFFEE BAR 


It is a pleasure to serve you, —, 


BILL AND LEAH SHAW Yee 
SHAW SPRINGS, B.C. eS 


Mile 188, Trans-Canada Highwa 


i ae Mois - Tid 


( Bruce McTavish) 


General Motors Products - Fully Modern Garage 
Wrecker Service - Home Oil Products 


CLINTON, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


100 Mile House Garage 
Herb Auld’s Esso Service 


100 MILE HOUSE, B.C. 
a pave 
d »~ 


. *» INTERNATIONAL DEALER, 
— MULL MACHINUERY ann P 
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ON HIGHWAY 16 BETWEEN TERRACE AND HAZELTON ~ 
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USED 
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A white collar worker is one who carries his 
lunch in a brief case instead of a pail. 


* 


You've reached middle age when you've 
learned how to take care of yourself and in- 
tend to begin almost any day now. 


* 


Ez Tike and his son are now carrying on a 
business together . . . Ez does the business and 
his son does the carrying on. 


BUYS POPULARITY 
A man with money can be a bad 
egg and still be mighty popular 
until he is broke. 


Oo the Old “Cog” of Boston Bar 


If | could paint a picture 
Of the Fraser Canyon Road, 
I’d paint the trucks and buses, 
I'd paint their heavy load; 
I'd paint this scenic highway 
That isn’t on a par 
With the scenery and mountains 
Surrounding Boston Bar. 


I’'d paint the town, I'd paint it well, 
The swimming pool and the Charles Hotel, 
And the seven storey building 
Erected by the ‘’Cog’’— 
An imaginary building 
That was set up in a fog, 
And the only time you'll see it 
(At least that’s what | hear), 
Is when you're full of barley-corn, 
Or good old Lucky beer. 


For there aren't any windows, 
There aren’t any doors, 
In this seven storey building, 
Not even any floors. 
There isn’t any stairway, 
No basement, and no roof, 
For the one who planned and built it— 
Tho’ sure we have no proof— 
Was Old Cog with a vision 
While drinking apple juice; 
Juice mixed with rum and soda, 
And good old Swedish Snoose. 


The Old Cog is a booster 
For this Fraser Canyon town, 
Always boosting upwards, 
Never knocking down, 
So the Old Cog sends this message 
And you'll find that it is sure, 
That real boosting bold 
And truthful forever will endure. 


So cast your bread out on the waters, 
“it'll come back’, the sayings true. 
Maybe it'll come back buttered, 
When some fellow boosts for you. 


CHARLES T. DOCHERTY 


morning! 


FALLACY <— 


An alarm is the best method 


0 waking yourself in the 


SURPRISING FACTS ABOUT SLEEP 


FALLACY <— 
Sleep is brought 
circulatory 


changes that  re- 
move much of the blood from 


the brain area. 


ni, FALLACY <—————> FACT 


up! 


FALLACY 


It’s most relaxing to lounge 
around in bed after you wake 


~ A hot bath helps you sleep. 


—> FACT 


ADVERTISING 


Has made hand-written 
letter an oddity 
Has put hair oj! on your head 
where no hair ail would do any 
good, and on your son’s head 
where no hair oil is needed. 


your 


in your busines 


Has put Castoria down your 
throat, Vitamins in your rte 
and hundreds of lotions on your 
skin, 

Has put Pepsodent, Ilodent and 
Gleem on your teeth. 

Has put a Gillette, Shick or Sun. 
beam razor against your hayfield 

Has put Murine in your eyes, 
sold you Revlon for your com- 
plexion and Ivory for your tub. 

Has put Arrows around your 


wrist. 

Has stuck a Bobbie Burns be- 
tween your teeth, worn out your 
jaws on Wrigley’s, and posted 
you on what to buy to cure corns, 
warts, hang-nails and pink-eye. 

And yet, with all this evidence, 


“Does it pay to advertise?” 
— I.M.R. Retailer 


Although the warm wakes you, it also con- 
fuses you. You wake up too fast—usually in 


a dazed state. It is best to train yourself to 
wake up gradually and naturally with the sun, 


—— = EAGT 
about by 


awake. 


Scientists have proven that the “brain actually 
holds more blood when asleep than when 


A hot bath actually stimulates you-keeps 
you awake. However, a warm 


bath relaxes 


you and often helps you sleep. 


<—_——_——> FACT 


It may seem relaxing when you doze in bed 
for those extra minutes—but you'll feel even 


better if you get up as soon as you awaken. 


FALLACY <———..; FACT 


The scene was the interior ofa 
saloon in the Far West, and round the 
table were gathered as tough a gang 
as could be found in the whole of 
Nevada, The game was fast and fur- 
ious, the stakes were high. 

Suddenly the dealer flung his cards 
onthe table, and threateningly pulled 
out his six-gun. 

“Boys,” he shouted, “the game ain't 
a straight one! Slippery Sam ain't 
pla ying the hand I dealt him.” 


The judge groaned, “Not you 
again. You have broken every 
traffic law in the book. Yester- 
day this court advised you to get 
rid of your car. What is the 
charge this time?” 

“Jaywalking.” 


“T slept like a log!” 


It is extremely rare that anyone ever sleeps 
that soundly, Research has shown that the 


average sleeper shifts positions in his sleep 


every five minutes. 


Young Lady: “Can you squeeze 
me in here?” 

Bus Driver: “Why, yes, lady, if 
someone else will drive the bus.” 


There is a magic moment in ev- 
ery summer day. It comes at 
nightfall—that moment when the 
flies have quit for the day and 
the mosquitoes have not yet gone 
to work, 


LITTLE SECURITY 
It’s surprising how many people 
live on such a narrow margin in 
this wide world of ours, 


PRIVILEGE DENIED 

“Daddy,” cried little Jeanie as 
she ran crying into her father’s 
arms, “Mommy just drowned one 
of my kittens.” 

“That's too bad,” said the father, 
>atting her head, “But maybe 
Mommy had to do it.” 

“No, she didn’t,” little Jeanie 
sobbed. “She promised me I 
could!” 


A wedding ring may not be as tight as tourniquet, but it cer- 


tainly stops the circulation. 


A “hang-over”’ is something that occupies the head you didn’t 


use last night. 


A small town is the place where a fellow with a black eye doesn't 
have to explain to people: they know. 


neck and a Bulova around your 


a lot of people are still asking, 


OUT ON A LIMB 


By Stumpy McCulloch 


Friend o’mine, Joe Moon, spent 
his vacation visitin’ Canada’s na- 
tional parks last summer — Jasper 
and Kootenay and Mount {evel 
stoke. He saw them wonderful 
waterfalls in Yoho National Park 
and the mineral hot springs in 
Sanff, and he’s still talkin about 
the beauty of Lake Louise. He says 
Canada has 17 national parks, not 
countin, the historic parks, with a 
total area of about 29,000 square 
miles. In the United States, there’s 
28 national parks, with an area of 
about 20,000 square miles, 


“ ° 6 


I was readin’ the other day about 
the biggest fire department in the 
world, which is run by the De- 
partment of Lands and Forests back 
in Ontario to protect the province's 
223,000 square miles of forest land. 
They don’t have no fire pole to 
slide down, but they have just 
about everything else: 2,000 full- 
ume rangers, 44 planes, 1,600 boats 
and canoes, 800 trucks and tractors, 
20 railroad tank cars, three million 
feet of hose, 20;000 axes and shovels, 
and a 700-unit radio network. 

These Canadian firefighters have 
a big job, I reckon. Last year they 
put out nearly 2,300 fires! The 
worst one, in the Admiral Lake 
area, burned 69,000 acres of tim- 
ber. It took 2,132 plane flights and 
660 men to put it out—but even 
then it left a black scar 20 miles 
long and five miles wide! They 
don’t know for sure how it started. 
But they think it was probably 
caused by some feller who got care- 
less. That's how most forest fires 
get started, you know. 


Out West nowadays, they're 
brandin’ logs like cattle! Yep, that’s 
right. The logs that float into the 
Strait of Georgia carry the brand 
of their owner, so’s they won't get 
lost or stolen. It used to be that 
lots of logs floated into the Sound 
and out to sea. And since some 
logs were worth as much as $300 
apiece, many were lost to tree 
pirates! So the laws were changed— 
in British Columbia, Oregon and 
Washington—and today every log 
has to be branded, and nobody has 
the right to remove or alter that 
brand. I reckon the day of the log 
rustler, as well as the cattle rustler, 
is gone forever! 


Ol’ Hannibal came down from 
the mountains to enroll his son in 
school. “My boy’s after some 
larnin’” he told the teacher. “What 
do ye have?” d ; 

“We offer English, spelling, trig- 
onometry, history and geography,” 
she said. 

“Well give him some of thet 
trigernometry,” Hannibal said, “he’s 
the worst shot in the family!” 

. e * 

My friend Joe Moon defines 
“tree” as a large solid plant that 
stands in one place for fifty years, 
and then suddenly jumps in front 
of a woman driver! 

See you soon! 
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AROUND THE TOWNS 
Continued from Page 17 


and contribute thousands and thous- 
ands of dollars annually to the’city. 
The same pattern is established in 
every other community, proving that , 
as the Ashcroft Journal notes, shop- 
ping at home pays big dividends. 

Asthe Prince George Citizen notes , 
a single dollar bill, if kept circulating 
within the community and district, 
could pay for $100 worth of goods in 
a short time. But once that dollar is 
exported, it is gone forever. 

In Prince George visitors and res- 
idents alike can see how shopping at 
home pays dividends. The Hudson 


WM'SLAKE MACHINE SHOP 


COMPLETE MACHINE sHOP 
SERVICE AND WELDING 

AGENTS FOR JOHN DEERE IMP. 

Phone 34-R-3 Williams Lake 
FRED DOWNS, PROPRIETER 


MEN‘S WEAR 
_. ges: 


‘“*“EVERYTHING” 
FOR THE MEN 


Home of “STETSON” Hats ~ 


MAPLE LEAF HOTEL %& 
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The fish are skated into the shallows and then 


B.C. Govt. photo 


The road 


The same lake in summer. 
in the foreground is the Cariboo High- 
way, now paved. The route of the high- 
way has changed little since it was 
built in the 1860's, 


WILLIAMS LAKE, B.C, 


Bay Company just completed a quarter 
million dollar addition to their store, 
making it the third largest H.B.C. 
store in B.C., surpassed only by 
Vancouver and Victoria. The store 
provides local employment for 45, 
and is animposing asset tothe Prince 
George business area. 

Although store manager Reg Law- 
rence is a comparative newcomer to 
Prince George, he is as enthusiastic 
about the city’s future as any pioneer 
resident. ‘‘The population may well 
double within the next 10 to15 years. ”’ 
he says. ‘‘The enormous potential of 
the Interior is presently only being 
scratched. I feel that Prince George 
has the greatest future of any com- 
munity in B.C.” 

That barometer of civic growth, 
the number of building permits, 
proves this point. Construction in 
the cityis double that of 1955 and for 
1956 topped $5,000,000. Additional 
millions are being spent just outside 
city limits on new highway bridges, 
the P.G.E., and the gas pipeline. 

Further proof to local residents 
that they are becoming one of B.C.’s 
most important cities is that on Sep- 
tember 1st, the local paper, the 
Prince George Citizen, will become 
a daily. It will then share with the 
Prince Rupert Daily News the dis- 
tinction of being the farthest north 
daily paper in Canada. 

Even the Government has recog- 
nized that Prince George is a big boy 
now and has extended liquor store 
hours until 11 P.M. every Friday and 
Saturday night and on any day except 
Sunday preceding a legal holiday. Al- 
though the move brought sorrow to 
local bootleggers, it was received 
with gratification by many residents. 
Incidentally another indication of the 
optimistic and vigorous attitude of 
Prince George-ites is the fact that 
per capita liquor consumption is 
among the highest, if notthe highest , 
in’ BAG: 

Perhaps acontributing factor to the 
large alcoholic intake is the millions 
of dollars in construction work in the 
district. Construction workers aren’t 
particularly bashful types and have 
been known to buy the occasional jug. 
However aconstruction company con- 
tributes a great deal more to a com- 
munity than upping liquor sales. Take 
for instance the record of Sovereign 
Construction Company on the natural 
gas pipeline. 

They cleared and graded 210 miles 
of right-of-way from Cuisson Creek 
south of Quesnel to the Pine Pass 
north of Prince George. At the peak 
of operations well over 180 men were 
on the project, most of them hired 
locally and paid fullunion wages. The 
payroll was almost $600,000 and much 
of this stayed inthe community. Then, 
on top of this, project manager Dean 
Elston emphasized that company sup- 
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plies be purchased locally and all re- 
pairs done by local garages and ma- 
chine shops where possible. 

Much equipment was rented locally 
and at one time Slim McDonald, super - 
intendent of sub-contracting, had 75 
power saws, 45 bulldozers, 5 com- 
pressors, and 25 rockdrills in oper- 
ation. In all these machines burned 
over 300,000 gallons of deisel fuel, 
60, 000 gallons of gas, and thousands 
of quarts of oil. 

Much of the work was done in late 
winter and the spring break-up, and 
the project provided employment at a 
normally slack period. During differ - 
ent phases of the clearing, camps 
were established at Quesnel, Stone 
Creek, Prince George, and Parsnip 
River, so that several communities 
in the north Cariboo and Central In- 
terior shared in the benefits. 

Westward along Highway 16 a word 
battle is building up between Terrace , 
on the one hand, and Hazelton, Smi- 
thers, and Burns Lake on the other. 
The spark that caused the various 
communities to rush opinions into 
their respective weeklies was that the 
Stewart-Cassiar road might not be 
completed to Stewart but extended to 
Hazelton, instead. This pleased Burns 
Lake, Smithers, and Hazelton, but 
Terrace considered itself to be the 
logical terminus of the road. Both 
sides have convincing arguments sup- 
porting their case and in a forthcom- 


luesnet logaceoCompany 


ERNIE DAWSON 


MAGA ZINES CONFECTIONARY 
a SMOKER'S SUPPLIES 


<p Nut House Rowntree Moir 
& Cadbury DeBretts 


yw 
BOX 250 QUESNEL 


PIONEER GRILL sedge 


FISH & CHIPS © OYSTERS 
HOME COOKED MEALS 


PETER D. SIEMENS Jeweller 
DIAMONDS - WATCHES 
SILVERWARE 


Exclusive Lines -Omega, Gruen, Elgin 


GOODYEAR TIRES 


ing issue we will present them. 

The road is vital not only to northern 
B.C. but to the entire Province. Pre- 
liminary surveys have revealed that 
instead of crossing mountains and 
muskeg, the route of the road is 
through country that makes road 
building comparatively easy as com- 
pared with projects such asthe Alaska 
Highway and the Fraser Canyon. Last 
year Dr. Ernest E. Roots from the 
Federal Department of Mines and a 
51 man party mapped 28,500 square 
miles (an area larger than Belgium 
and Holland) in the area. Two heli- 
copters assisted the surveyors and ~ 
enabled them to do the work in one 
season that would have taken 20 years 
by horse, canoe, and on foot. Al- 
though the party covered only about a 
third of the vast area, a cautious 
statement onthe project was that ‘‘The 
expedition’s work encourages the be- 
lief that northern B.C. is a treasure 
house of minerals. 

Development of the area would have 
far reaching impact on the already 
fast growing communities along High- 
way 16. In the past five years all 
communities along the line have 
chalked up major population gains. 
Vanderhoof climbed to 1,061 from 
644; Burns Lake increased from 801 
to 1,008; Terrace from 961 to 1, 407; 
and Prince Rupert from 8,546 to 
10,381. Smither figures aren’t yet 
available and two other communities , 
Fort St. James with a current popu- 
lation of 605 and Hazelton, 237, were 
not incorporated in 1951 so no com- 
parison is available. 

Completion of the new road link 
would further stimulate growth all 
along the line and attract tourists 
from both U.S. and Canada. However 
Highway 16 doesn’t actually require 
the extension to increase its tourist 
potential. The route is easily the 
most attractive in B.C., with dozens 
of huge lakes, the world’s best steel- 
head fishing, superb scenery, . and 
outstanding collections of totem poles 
making the trip memorable for all 
visitors. 

Another section of B.C. keeping 
pace with and incases even exceeding 
development on Highway 16 isthe area 
served by the Cariboo Highway and 
the P.G.E. Lillooet has grown from 
496 to 1,066 since 1951; Squamish, 
long known as the terminus of the P. 
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Acents 
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HARVESTER 


G.E., increased from 589 to 1, 276; 
Williams Lake from 913 to1,770; and 
Quesnel chalked up a Provincial re- 
cord with a173 per cent increase from 
1,587 in 1951 to 4, 333 today. 

The growth of central and northern 
Interior B.C. was one of the most 
surprising revelations of the Census , 
although no surprise to those who 
work and travel in the area. In B.C. 
there are nowthree communities with 
over 10,000 population north of 54 
degrees. In many cases villages, 
towns, and cities in the Interior have 
more than doubled their population in 
the past 5 years, a rate far exceeding 
normal Canadian growth statistics. 
Of course the reason for this increase 
is no secret. The Interior has far 
more opportunity for those willing to 
chance their ability and set out for 
themselves than does the crowded 
confines of the lower Fraser valley. 
To old time residents it is gratifying 
that an area with so rich a past now 
faces so bright a future. 
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And speaking of the past, many 
people are gratified to know that de- 
finite steps are underway to preserve 
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Among the many Cariboo landmarks that are no more is this former road 
house at Kersley. The Cariboo Historical Society is working to preserve 


the historic sites still remaining. 
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of this work is being done bythe Car- 
iboo Historical Society and its branch- 
es at Barkerville, Quesnel, Williams 
Lake, Clinton, and Lillooet. 

The Society was formed three years 
ago with Alvin Johnston of Quesnel 
president. Since then Alvin has be- 
come a fixture inthe presidents chair , 
having been re-elected twice. Other 
officers for this year are C.D. Ste- 
venson of Williams Lake, vice-pres- 
ident; Rod Mackenzie of Williams 
Lake, John A. Fraser of Quesnel, 
and Fred J. Tregellus of Barkerville , 
honorary presidents; Mrs. Naomi 
Randall, secretary; and Mrs. Marie 
Hutchcroft, treasurer. 

Members of the society are very 
active and the museum of the Clinton 
branch is becoming a landmark on the 
Cariboo Highway. Severalother com- 


PAGE 23 


Modern Electric 


WIRIN FREE ESTIMATES 


EMAL AsW 4d AL 


Phone 127 Q --- Quesnel 


+ ss drug: 


PTION SPECIALISTS 
AGENTS FOR ENGLISH BONE CHINA 
ORGSNie ie, » BGs 


CROSSFIELD SASH & DOOR 


DOUBLE GLAZE THERMOPANE UNITS 
PILKINGTON GLASS PRODUCTS 
SASH & DOOR MILLWORK 


BOX 235 = # = 


QUESNEL 


QUESNEL FEED & FLOUR 


SERVING THE CARIBOO 
WITH FEEDS FOR ALL 
YOUR NEEDS 


Box 1477 - QUESNEL - Phone 49-F 


D.H. SMITH & CO. 


HARDWARE 


"WE SELECT ONJ Y THE BEST FOR OUR STOCK" 


* HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES * FURNITURE 
* SPORTING GOODS * SOUVENIRS 
QUESNEL, B.C. 


The Heart of the 
Cariboo 


Real Estate §pecialists 


P. O. BOX 1420 


PAGE 24 


PHONE 217 


om 
Ss 


@, 
Nd 


SNK 


° aA Sia el a £54. 
Not a lake but the 


ag ge a i a ~<a 
Fraser river as seen from Front street in Quesnel. 


ats a Oe 


King 


winter can slow but not halt the flow of B.C.’s mightiest waterway. 


munities plan on using the B.C. Gov- 
ernment’s centenial grant for mu- 
seums to house their photos, histor- 
ical relics, and similar material. 
Besides containing an invaluable re- 
cord of local history, these museums 
are excellent tourist attractions. The 
Whitehorse Museum, for instance, 
last year played host to over 5,000 
visitors. 

Proof of the growing interest in 
Cariboo history was the recent arrival 
in Quesnel of a crate containing a 
5, 500 pound bank vault door destined 
for Stanley, B.C. Now while Stanley 
was once a flourishing mining town 
between Quesnel and Barkerville, it 
has deteriorated lately and doesn’t 
really need a three ton vault door. In 
the first place there is no bank in 
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Stanley, and in the second place none 
is likely since population averages 
from three to six, depending on the 
season. 

Apparently the vault’s true destin- 
ation was Stanley in the Maritimes 
and its arrival in B.C. reveals the 
value of publicity. Ever since the 
Governor-General’s visit last sum- 
mer people are Cariboo conscious, 
and now local residents are wonder - 
ing just what next to expect. 

However they can be assured of one 
point, and that is no matter what 
comes up the Cariboo Highway, it 
probably won’t be original. In its al- 
most 100 years the old road has been 
travelled on by camels and carts, 
wheelbarrows and wagons, miners 
and millionaires. All have left their 
mark and all have combined to give 
the highway a flavor of its own. This 
is what impressed the Governor -Gen- 
eral, and this is also what will im- 
press the visitor who comes north- 
ward to see for himself, and to satis- 
fy his curiosity about the most rapidly 
developing area in Canada. 

THE END 
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current situation wherein the average 
Cariboo citizen seems chronically 
undersold on the wonders of his own 
area. 

As for the first objective, existing 
historical societies ask only funds for 
out-of-pocket expenses in their vol- 
unteer work. Further, one might 
reasonably expect increased mem- 
bership in such societies and a good 
deal of volunteer help to arise from 
the fact that the work of the societies 
in question would be tied to expansion 
of the tourist trade with its direct fi- 
nancial benefits. 

The second objective, that of pub- 
licity, calls for the touch of genius 
that can produce exceptional results 
on a limited budget. Direct adver- 
tising should be used of course, and 
if the funds permitted, a travelling 
contact man to sell the Cariboo to the 
tourist world by addressing Service 
clubs, plugging the area in travel and 
tourist bureaus elsewhere, and so 
forth. But the exceptional results are 
generally the product of something 
like a slogan that catches on or a 
particularly appealling book or book- 
let, not just a resort owners guide- 
book, but a well written, conversa- 
tionally styled handbook that a travel- 
ler may turn to, to learn everything 
of interest about the route he is fol- 
lowing, be it highway or byway and 
whether or not a million-doliar re- 
sort lies at the end of the road. Cal- 
ifornia used a book once called ‘Where 
life is better’ in one of the most suc- 
cessful promotions in history. I 
would call the Cariboo’s book ‘The 
Last Land of Romance’ and I think I 
would have the essence of my slogan 
there too. 


MUSEUM IN THE YUKON 
Continued from Page 9 


during the months when river navi- 
gation was at a standstill, from 1901 
to 1921. These vehicles were hauled 
by four to six horses. Horses were 
changed at Posts every 20 miles. 
Passengers usually traveled 60 miles 
a day, Spending the nights in log road- 
houses. The journey took five days. 
There is a wall panel with early pho- 
tos, history, sleigh bells, driver’s 
whip and pouches. 

Tram car with heavy concave iron 
wheels. The last of the old vehicles 
operated by the Canyon-Whitehorse 
Rapids Tramway Co. between Canyon 
City above Miles Canyon and the foot 
of Whitehorse Rapids, stands in front 
of the museum. These cars ran on 
wooden rails, hauled by two horses 
in tandem, during 1898 and 1899, 
conveying freight around the danger - 
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The third objective should have 
been automatically attained, for if the 
initial organization period has any 
hope of being effective it will have had 
to instil enough genuine enthusiasm 
in the Cariboo in its own people to 
make them all salesmen for its obvi- 
ous attractions. It should not be too 
difficult to maintain this frame of 
mind in later years ifthe work of such 
a bureau is as effective as I know it 
can be. 

Rereading this, I dc seem to have 
been frightfully long-winded, but only 
because I am deeply concerned lest 
too muchof what the Cariboo can give 
to the travelling world shall be lost 
forever. I can only hope that enough 
of you who are of the Cariboo feel as 
I do. 

Sincerely, 
J. Bulinck. 


ous Canyon and Rapids ata rate of 3¢ 
a pound forthe five mile detour. The 
freight was handled from head of Lake 
Bennett to Canyon City by small 
steamers, transferred to the Tram- 
way, and againtransferred to steam- 
ers or scows at a point opposite the 
city of Whitehorse, wherea newtown- 
site addition is now being opened up. 
Freight car with wooden wheels. 
This was used at a river point to haul 
freight from landing to buildings. 
The inside walls of the building are 
covered with panels of pioneer photos 
9.00 p.m. every evening except Sun- 
days and at other times by appoint- 
ment. During 1955 approximately 
6,000 persons visited the institution 
and the guest book contains the names 
of many notables from all over the 
world, including the Lord Mayor of 
London. Various members of the 
Society act as Curators and are train- 
ed to answer queries of visitors in 
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regard to any phases of life in the 
Yukon Territory. Information book- 
lets are available for distribution. 

Among the major interesting items 
are: 

Stage coach and sleigh. These are 
relics of the overland trail service of 
the White Pass & Yukon Route stage 
line which operated between White- 
horse and Dawson City - 330 miles - 
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of early day activities such as the 
‘Trail of ’98’’; river steamers and 
history; early aircraft (first planes 
to land in the Yukon were four De- 
Haviland Bi-planes of the U.S. Army 
en route from New York to Nome, 
Alaska, 1920); photos of a: pioneer: 
group that include, Carmack, Skookum 
Jim, Tagish Charlie, and Kate Car- 
mack, discoverers of the Klondike; 
an autographed photo of Robert W. 
Service taken in 1941 and three of his 
unpublished poems; the story of‘Soapy 
Smith, the Skagway bad man, and 
many other photos. 

A start is being made towards a 
library of historic books, such as 
Frederick Schwatka’s ‘‘A summer in 
Alaska’’, the first published account 
of his famous journey by raft down the 
waters of the Yukon’River, many of 
his place names are found onmaps of 
the Yukon; ‘‘Early Days in the Yukon’’ 
by Wm. Ogilvie, first Commissioner 
or Governor; ‘‘Klondike ’98’’, a fam- 
ous collection of Klondike photos by 
Ethel M. Becker; and similar data. 
In the newspaper collection are such 
rarities as a copy of ‘‘The Bennett 
Sun’’ published at Lake Bennett in 
1900; ‘‘The Dyea (Alaska) Trail’’ with 
an account of the terrible snow slide 
on Chilkoot Pass which took the lives 
of 50 persons in April, 1898; Special 
Edition of the ‘‘Dawson News’’, in 
1909, with a front page poem to the 
City of Dawson by Robert Service, 
which has never been published else- 
where; copy of the ‘‘Dawson News’’ , 
fall of 1917, with a complete list of 
the 367 passengers who lost their lives 
in the sinking of the SS ‘‘Sophia’’ on 
Vanderbilt Reef, between Skagway 
and Juneau, Alaska, - the worst dis- 
aster on the North Pacific Ocean; and 
a copy of the ‘‘Whitehorse Star’’ of 
1901, special addition, with all the 
story of the founding of Whitehorse; 
copy of the Guest Register of the 
‘‘Bennett Club’’, 1899 and 1900; a 
record book containing many signa- 
tures of Robert W. Service, when he 
was a teller in the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce at Whitehorse; and mater- 
ial from the historic White Pass Rail- 
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Part of the museum’s picture record of the 1898 Haloneiice gold rush. 


road are only a few of the items col- 
lected so far. 

An effort is being made to secure 
specimens of Yukon fishand wild life , 
and here the major attraction is the 
giant moose head. This is the record 
Canadian head, and No. 2, world’s 
record, spread of antlers. = 1 WD 
inches. The animal was taken in 1951 
by Indian Chief David Moses, north of 
Mayo, Y.T. The head was presented 
to the Museum by the Territorial 
Game Department and the mounting 
donated by Jonas Bros. famous taxi- 
dermists of Seattle, Washington. The 
Boone & Crockett Club of New York 
who compile big game records of 
North America, tookthis head to New 
York City where it was exhibited for 
a period in the American Museum of 
Natural History. It was also on ex- 
hibit in Frederick & Nelson’s Depart - 
ment store in Seattle. In life this 
moose stood about 10 feet high and 
weighed approximately 1800 pounds. 

There is a fine specimen of white 
sheep, Ovis Dalli, withacurlof horns 
42 1/2 inches -the world record Dall 
sheep, also taken in the Yukon, is a 
44 1/2 inch curl. It was secured for 
the museum by James H. Bond, fam- 
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ous big game hunter, photographer 
and lecturer, in the country north of 
Mayo, on a tributary of the Peel 
River. The mounting was donated by 
Yukon Fish & Game Association. 
There are many other wild life 
exhibits, including locked moose ant - 
lers. These were donated by Big 
Game Guide T.O. Connolly, Ross 
River, Y.T.; a moose with 48 inch 
antlers tackled one with 70 inch during 
the mating season, the antlers locked 
in areverse position and the animals 
perished. Another unusual set of 
antlers was presented by Big Game 
Guide Johnny Johns. These antlers 
have a double growth of points, in 
effect they are two sets of antlers in 


one. 
Indian and Eskimo relics are in- 
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cluded in the museum’s collection. 

Bows and arrows - used before the 
white man came to the Yukon. 

Arrow and spear heads - made from 
slate and obsidian. 

War combat weapon - double pointed 
bayonet type, copper bound. Taken 
from Coast Indians in battle with Tes- 
lin Indians. Thought to be of Russian 
origin. 

Moosehide ceremonial costume - 
beautifully embroidered jacket, trou- 
sers, knee length moccasins, and 
eagle feather hat. 

Cape - made of 50 black gopher skins 
by Kate Carmackwife of George Car-- 
mack of gold discovery fame. 

Table and stools - supported by pol- 
ished cottonwood roots. An Indian 
was 38 days making this set. 

Stone axe stumpand stone axe - stone 
implements were used by Yukon 
Indians before the traders came. 
Many such stumps are still standing 
in the Yukon, probably about 75 years 
old. 

Eskimo handicraft - a fine collection 
of Eskimo work from Herschel Island , 
mouth of Mackenzie River, donated 
by the late Mrs. I.O. Stringer from 
the Winnipeg collection of her hus- 
band, famous Bishop of the Yukon. 
The collection includes a pair of muk- 
luks worn by Bishop Stringer onatrek 
from the Mackenzie to the Yukon when 
the party nearly starved. 

Birch bark canoe - handmade bya 
Mackenzie Indian at Ross Post, Yu- 
kon. Birch bark canoes are seldom 
seen in the Yukonas thetrees are too 
small. Loaned by Taylor & Drury 
Ltd. 

Indian dog whip - braided moosehide . 
Cracks like a gun when expertly 
snapped. 

Indian canes - carved in totem style. 
Ceremonial drum - used to beat out 
rhythm for tribal dances. 

Wolf mask - part of costume for cere- 
monial dances. 

Salmon trap - model made of poles 
used by Indians totrap salmon in small 
streams; also club with large knob on 
end used to kill the salmon. 

Marten trap - deadfall with weighted 
log on spindle attached to bait lever. 
Crushes the animal without injuring 
the pelt. 

Whipsaw, and model of whipsaw frame 
-for handsawing boards from na- 
tive lumber. Most of the pioneer 
boats were fabricated from whip- 
sawn boards. 

In addition there are many miscell- 
aneous novelties in beaded moosehide 
and caribou hide. 

Other historical material includes 
an outboard with no trade name and 
probably the first to be used in the 
Yukon, flags used inthe opening cere- 
mony on the Alaska Highway, rocking 
chair made by hollowing out a big log, 
and skates with wooden hand-carved 
tops and blades made from sleigh 


On display at the museum is this moose head with a 75 1/2 inch spread. It 
is the largest Canadian head and the world’s second largest. 


runners. Thereis a machine gun that 
was mounted at the head of Chilkoot 
Pass in 1898 to discourage infamous 
‘‘Soapy Smith’’ and his gang from 
visiting Canada, door knobs from 
moose antlers, and hundreds of sim- 
ilar interesting items. 

Housed on the second floor of the 
Museum is the fine collection of min- 
erals from all across Canada, pro- 
perty of the B.C. - Yukon Chamber of 
Mines. In addition tothis group there 
are tables of mounted samples of all 
the major Yukon minerals, such as 
native copper, copper ores, goldores, 
magnetite, nickel, cobalt, asbestos, 
chromite, iron, molybdenite; pitch 
blende, tungsten, antimony and gale- 
na. There arealsoanumber of fossils 
and the petrified section of a tree 
trunk. Many hand made mining tools 
are on exhibit as well as such items 
as packboards, saddles, bullet moulds 
etc. An old gold pan is kept filled 
with small ore samples for free dis- 
tribution to any visitors desiring sou- 
venirs. 

Exhibits are all well marked with 
printed placards and most items are 
not under glass as the management 
have found that visitors like to handle 
them, and so far in the brief period 
of operation the museum has not lost 
a single item of intrinsic value. Doc- 
uments, newspapers, and Similar ma- 
terial is being placed in filing cabinets 
with appropriate index. Special atten- 
tion is given to groups of students 
accompanied by teachers. 

Members of the Society are very 
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grateful for the whole hearted support 
received from government depart- 
ments and private citizens. Donations 


of historical items are continually 
being received not only from residents 
but als o from old Yukoners living out - 
side of the Territory 
Correspondence dealing with Yukon 
history is invited and all letters will 


be carefully answered and queries 
investigated. 
THE END 
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B.C. NUTRIA 

Continued from Page 8 

monkey’s ‘‘hands’’ in front and a 
duck’s webbed feet behind. He eats 
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like a squirrel, swims like an otter 
and washes his face like old Tabby 
the housecat. About the only thing 
exclusively his own is the nutria’s 
remarkable front teeth. These twin 
tusks are bright orange-colored and 
too long for the lips to cover. 

Without wishing to throw an adverse 
light on the mink raising industry it 
still might be in order to show ways 
in which nutria ranching has the edge 
over it. 

In the first place nutria are vege- 
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tarians. Their food consists of car- 
rots, turnips, water plants, edible 
weeds, corn on the cob, potatoes and 
all kinds of greens. In fact, almost 
anything that can be grown cheeply. 
It is not unknown for breeders to plant 
dandelions specially for nutria feed. 
In average cases the cost per head to 
feed is about $3 per year. 

Then there is the hardiness of the 
nutria. Provided they are protected 
from marauders such asrats, hawks 
etc. by wire-covered concrete pens, 
and the males separated to prevent 
fighting, the mortality rate is ex-_ 
tremely low. Even in littering, very 
few of the young are lost. 

Nutria are quiet and odorless and 
hold the enviable distinction of being 
subject to no known disease! They 
also can be raised outdoors the year 
round which obviates the need for 
costly heating systems. 

When first imported from the Ar- 
gentine to eastern U.S.A. and Canada 
it was feared the nutria wouldn’t sur- 
vive the sub-zero weather, but to 
everyone’s astonishment they seemed 
to thrive on it. What the breeders 
didn’t know was that Nature made 
Mr. Nutria his own heating engineer . 

When the weather gets cold he will 
moisten his bed of hay, re-build it , 
then add his body-heat by lying in it. 
The effect is that of a haystack heating 
from dampness. 

Finally, in our comparison with 
mink, the nutriafur is prime the year 
round and pelting may be performed 
at any time. This is important be- 
cause, with nutria, the feeding and 
tending while waiting for the proper 
pelting season is eliminated. 

Each pelt being about double the 
size of a mink pelt, only half the num- 
ber are required per coat, hence in- 
creased comparative value of nutria. 
The fur is light in weight and drapes 
to give that desirable slimming effect 
to the wearer. 

Through selective breeding a wide 
range of striking colors, called mu- 
tations, may be obtained. Suchnames 
as Greenland Exotic, Golden Sultana 
and Albino are examples. Nutria and 
mink are the only fur bearers that 
may be bred to produce color muta- 
tions. 

Another unique feature of the nutria 
is that the bellyfur is superior to the 
back fur, the opposite of other ani- 
mals. A protective outer ‘guard’ fur 
covers the soft, silky-textured inner 
fur. To separate this the pelts are 
subjected to humid air at 160 degrees 
for several hours. Then, by a pluck- 
ing and rolling process the guard fur 
is removed. | 

Like the reindeer and proverbial 
pig, every part of the nutria is uti- 
lized. Besides the inner fur from 
which the furriers make those ex- 
quisite fur coats, the guard fur is used 
for industrial felt, the whiskers for 


Complete Service on 
FUEL PUMPS, GOWERNORS, INJECTORS, 
NOZZLES AND NOZZLE REGRINDING 


with PE 


anges ah I 


NTRATE... 


Lal 
erage, 


Fred Holmes 
Fuel Injection Sales 


& Service 
627 Bidwell St. 
Vancouver 5, B.C. 


artists’ brushes, the teeth for ivory 
costume jewelry and the meat for 
canned pet food. 

In Europe, where nutria ranching 
has been engaged in for generations , 
the meat is considered a delicacy. It 
is sold tothe resturants and receives 
equal billing with caviar. 

Nutria believe in large families. 
Mother Nutria will produce five lit- 
ters every two years with five to ten 
kits per litter. At eight months a 
nutria kit is grown-up enough to start 
a production line of its own. A young 
nutria ‘couple’ go through a period of 
courtship that includes ‘kissing’ , 
cooing, rubbing noses and playful 
bickering almost like their human 
counterparts. Ifthefemale seriously 
refuses to ‘kiss’, the male will slink 
away disconsolately, knowing it better 
to return at a more expedient date. 

At birth anutria kit is fullyfurred, 
his teeth through the gums, his eyes 
open and his appetite almost equal to 
his parents’. Within a few hours he 
can nibble adult food andina few days 
has learned to swim. 

Nature, with her flair for ingenuity , 
has provided Mother Nutria with a 
double row of nursing nipples along 
her back. This arrangement enables 
her to swim and feed her offspring 
at the same time, her babies riding 
along pickaback. 

When on land thekits get breakfast 
by squatting on their hind legs and 
resting their front legs on Mother’s 
back. A drugstore lunch counter 
couldn’t be handier. 

Nutria ranching is far from a get- 
rich-quick proposition. With a start- 
ing pair costing up to $1000, pens to 
be built as fast as the young are pro- 
duced, and no returns for two years 
or more, it can be seen that consid- 
erable capital and unlimited patience 
are required. 

However, taking into account the 
Superior quality of the fur, the ease 
with which nutria can be raised, 
their freedom from disease, out— 
standing hardiness and ready adapt - 


ability to our B.C. climate it is safe 
to say that this absorbing new industry 
is here to stay. 

One independent rancher, afraid he 
might be unable to market his pelts, 
approached the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, the world’s oldest fur dealers. 


Said the Hudson’s Bay official with a 
gesture of emphasis: ‘‘Once you have 
select nutria furs for sale you won’t 
have to peddle them around to the 
furriers. The furriers will come to 
you for them. ’’ 

THE END 
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WILDERNESS WINTER 
Continued from Page 10 


like loaves which have risen beyond 
all imagination. Parts of the river 
have frozen and the pool is coated 


Fashion Footwear 
Men’s, Boys’ and Girls’ Shoes 


X-RAY FITTING 
» Ladies’ Shoes and Slippers 
PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


LINDSAWY’S 
Cartage & Storage Ltd. 


FURNITURE MOVING-PACKING-STORING 
PRINCE RUPERT 


MITCHELL’S FLOWER AND GIFT 
F,T.D, Florists SHOP 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
GREETING CARDS 
SELECTED GIFTS 
Phone 3232 
255 3rd Ave West 
PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 
SAY IT WITH FLOWERS F ROM ALEX 
AND LAURA'S 


MENZIE’S (]TY TRANSFER 


Phone 4021 
PRINCE RUPERT 


NORTH AMERICAN VAN LINES 
NATION WIDE MOVING 


ty V Viz ~ 


Wh, BOX 640, TERRACE, B.C. 
Sa 


Me 


PAGE 32 


= 


with ice. 

I do a great deal of burning in win- 
ter, giving myself any number of 
reasons for this preference of season 
when the real one is that I like to 
watch a great fire glaring against the 
snow with the darkness of the forest 
behind it. There is something ele- 
mental and huge about it compared to 
the small, civilized blaze in my fire- 
place. Usually I pile rotten wood, 
logs and brushwood between stumps 
and by the second day the fire has 
made a cavern for itself underneath 
the heap, painting the walls, ceiling 
and floor a light red stippled with 
yellow. 

Pine branches are the most beau- 
tiful when burning. The long, bunched 
needles turn into golden tassels of 
glowing threads which look as soft as 
silk. These are soon overlaid with a 
delicate grey tissue through which the 
gold pulses like a beating heart. 

Fir and hemlock have their swan 
song also as the short, branched 
needles become rosettes of flame 
which shimmer and fade along the 
twigs. At night the flames twist up 
like glowing wires which change to 
dancing sparks as they are blown 
higher and higher by the fire’s hot 
breath. 

The clink of wood split for the kit- 
chen stove is a musical sound, with 
the notes going higher as I get nearer 
the outside of the block. The wood 
itself is very colorful against the 
strong white of winter. Thenear-rose 
of cedar, the primrose of rotting hem - 
lock, the clear ivory of fir glow softly 
on their perfect background and I am 
reluctant to move them to my prosaic 
wood box. 

Each night of December my valley 
is in rehearsal for the great Christ- 
mas performance. Small evergreens 
are trimmed with tinsel, icicles and 
snow, with lights flashing from the 
branches whenever my lamp rays 
touch them. Stars crackle in the sky 
and crown the tops ofthe tallest ever 
greens. Stars above and star dust 
below, sprinkled on every bush and 
tree in the clearing and making even 
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the bark walls of the cabin sparkle. 

On Christmas Eve I look out my 
window and see soft, languid snow 
falling in the lamplight. It falls all 
night, while the voice of the river be- 
comes more andmore hushed and the 
sounds of the forest die away. By 
dawn the whole world of stream and 
wood and mountain has been kindled 
to a white flame of beauty. 

I go out in the early morning of 
Christmas. Day andthere is such still- 
ness that even breath seems a pro- 
fanation. Fireweed Mountain to the 
north has a steel-blue light on it and_ 
to the west the sky still holds some- 
thing of the darkness of night. To the 
east and south a faint, very faint, 
pink is beginning to spread. I look 
up and see the morning star keeping 
white watch over a white world. 

Soon the whole sky is azure and 
flamingo, but still the silence holds. 
Every branch of everytree is weighted 
with cold and stillness; every stump 
is crowned with crystal; every fallen 
log is overlaid with silver. The wild 
berry bushes have puff balls of jew- 
eler’s cotton here and there along 
their branches and even the stark 
roots of hemlocks and cedars have 
become grottos of quartz and cryso- 
lite. And the silence holds. 

The sky is clear blue now and the 
sun has flung diamonds down on mea- 
dow and bank and wood. Beauty, the 
virgin, walks here quietly, quietly. 
She is telling her pearls and her feet 
make no sound and no sign upon the 
immaculate snow. The silence is 
dense and deep; it is like nothing else. 

Then the night comes; and the si- 
lence holds. The moon is high with 
a dark-blue sky behind it and moun- 
tains, plains and forests of silver 
lying below. The trees, the bushes 
and the tall ferns are carved from 
alabaster; the meadows and lawns are 
white satin set with diamonds. In 
this candid perfection the heart is 
hushed and even thought seems blas- 
phemy. What mind can hold this 
beauty, what words can describe it ? 


Still the silence holds. 
THE END 


CARIBOO CAMERON 
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tion was fired by reports of fabulous 
fortunes being made in the recently 
discovered Cariboo gold-fields in 
interior British Columbia. He thought 
of Annie, his pretty wife and of their 
fourteen month old baby girl. What 
had he ever been able to give Annie ? 
Moreover, as things presently stood , 
what would he ever be able to give 
the ‘wee bairn’ when she grew up? 
Well, maybe here was his chance at 
last. All he needed was a bit of luck 
and Annie could live like a queen. 

As for Annie, she refused to hear 
of her John going alone. She had 
heard terrifying tales of the raw and 
uncivilized West where whiskey and 
gold fought ruthlessly for possess- 
ion of a man’s soul. Great chunks of 
interior British Columbia were still 
unexplored and unknown. Whatever 
hardships and perils were ahead, she 
insisted upon sharing them with her 
husband. On February 22, 1862, the 
little family disembarked at Victoria 
after a sea voyage of 12,000 miles 
from Halifax to Vancouver Island via 
Cape Horn. 

Tragedy struck almost immediate- 
ly. The baby sickened and died of a 
disease that could not be diagnosed 
and was buried on March 10th in Pi- 
oneer Square. Cameron, unable to 
look at Annie’s grief-stricken face, 
blamed himself bitterly. It was his 
fault. He should have insisted on 
Annie and the baby staying at home. 
Now, morethan ever, he had tomake 
good. Only by striking it rich could 
he compensate Annie for the loss of 
her child. Forty dollars was all he 
had in his pocket. This would go no- 
where with flour $25 a barrel, pota- 
toes $90 a sack and frozen milk a 
dollar a pound. The cheapest boots 
were $50 a pair and a stove cost $700. 
So almost immediately Cameron left 
Victoria for the British Columbia 
mainland and again Annie insisted 
upon going with him north to the Car- 
iboo. 

At the gold-fields Cameron fell in 
with Robert Stevenson, another young 
Scottish gold-seeker. The two men 
formed a partnership. In the anxious 
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moiling months that followed they 
found a little gold, enough to keep 
them going, but nothing like the fabu- 
lous strikes others had made and 
were still making. ,. And now tragedy 
struck again, more crushingly than 
before. With the coming of winter 
Mrs. Cameroncontracted typhoid and 
died. Crouched over Annie’s death- 
bed, Cameron, begging and pleading 
with her not todie, listened to her last 
wish, that she be buried back home in 
Ontario and not left to occupy a lonely 
grave in this bleak and unfriendly 
Western wilderness. And Cameron 
promised... promised on the Bible 
she clasped that he would take her 
home. 

Next day he walked to Barkervill 


where he bought two coffins, a tin one 
and a wooden one, and that night he 
placed Annie’s body in the tin coffin 
which he enclosed in turn inside the 
larger, wooden casket. Assisted by 
Stevenson he gave his Annie a heart- 
broken, bleak and lonely burial ser- 
vice and her body received its first 
interment in the cellar of an empty 
shack near the diggings. Then, alone 
in the world and with his grief, he 
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picked uphis miner’stools and grim- 
ly, silently continued his search for 
gold. And now the luck that so often 
perversely waits until a man is com- 
pletely broken by constant frustration, 
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turned in his favor. Two days after 
Annie’s death he struck gold at adepth 
of 22 feet. It was one of the largest 
strikes in the Cariboo. Gold literally 
stuck out every which-way he looked. 
He had found his fortune, too late. 
And at what a cost. 

But he could not think of this sudden 
wealth that was now his. He thought 
only of his promise to Annie which at 
thetime had appeared impossible for 
him to keep. Port Douglas on the 
coast was 400 miles away. It was 
bitterly cold with blizzards piling deep 
drifts throughout the length of the 
Cariboo. An epidemic of smallpox 
had broken out among the Indians and 
was sweeping the country. But Cam- 
eron was heedless of disease and 
weather as he lashed Annie’s coffin 
to a toboggan and, with a supply of 
provisions, akeg of rum and 50 pounds 
of gold dust, started out accompanied 
by Stevenson who refused to let him 
make the journey alone. 

Bucking one drift only to plunge 
headlong into another, frequently 
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losing thetrail at night, seldom stop- 
ping to sleep and eat, Cameron and 
Stevenson wore out three horses haul- 
ing the toboggan, horses they had 
defied the pestilence to buy at disease- 


ridden Indian villages. Even when 
Port Douglas was reached five days 
later they didn’t stop. Though nearly 
dead with exhaustion they took the 
first stern-wheeler to Victoria. 

Here Cameron had the tin casket 
filled with alcohol and securely seal- 
ed. And now Annie had her second 
temporary funeral and burial in the 
underground vault of a private build- 
ing. With Stevenson he then promptly 
returned to the Cariboo and by sum- 
mer had realized $350, 000 from his 
share of the claim. But money meant 
nothing to him now. Bitterly and un- 
ceasingly he reproached himself as 
having been the cause of Annie’s death 
along with that of the child. He could 
not forgive himself, nor could he rest 
until he had made good his promise 
and taken Annie home, back to the 
peaceful landand pleasant scenes she 
had known before he had led her into 
this harshand unfeeling wilderness-- 
to die. 

Turning his back on the gold-fields 
for good, as he nowthought, Cameron 
returned to Victoria and arranged for 
his and Annie’s trip home, once again 
via Cape Horn to New York and On- 
tario. It was a sad and wearisome 
voyage for a man left with only the 
most bitter memories, but upon 
reaching the international border 
Cameron was rudely jarred out of his 
heart-ache when customs officials 
refused to believe his declaration that 
the coffin contained an inner casket 
in which was enclosed his wife’s body 
preserved in alcohol. It sounded too 
fantastic, especially considering the 
weight of the coffin, 450 pounds. It 
was more likely that Cameron was 
trying to smuggle gold into the coun- 
try. However, after several official 
interviews, and after signing innum- 
erable affidavits, Cameron succeeded 
in having the coffin cleared without 
being opened. But, though he didn’t 
know it, he was still under suspicion. 

Now back in Cornwall at last, Annie 
Cameron had her third funeral and 
first properly conducted burial ser- 
vice. But when Cameron still refused 
to have the coffin opened atthe grave- 
side, rumour again had it that his 


wife’s body was not inthe casket at all. 
This rumor, stealthily spreading, was 
given a new and vicious twist. Cam- 
eron had not struck it rich. He had 
sold his wife and the coffin contained 
the gold paid to him for her by an 
Indian chief. 

For some time he tried to ignore 
the ugly whispers that surrounded 
him, building up on every side. He 
built himself a mansion with stone 
imported from Scotland and lived like 
a recluse. But his very desire for 
privacy increased public suspicion. 
He was spoken of as ‘‘ ‘Cariboo’Cam- 
eron who had sold his wife to an In- 
dian chief’’. Finally, unable to stand 
it any longer, driven to desperation, 
Cameron determined to put an end to 
this vile insinuation once and for all. 
He senta note to Annie’s parents who 
were still alive, saying that he was 
going to have her body exhumed and 
would they come and identify her ? 
The day stated arrived. A tinsmith 
punctured thetincoffin. Alcohol gur- 
gled out. Now the second lid was re- 
moved. Annie’s mother and father, 
attended bya fewfriends, looked upon 
the perfectly preserved face of their 
daughter. But Cameron did not look. 
His haggard conscience, outraged by 
the desecration, would not let him. 

*‘Look at her,’’ he cried, adverting 
his eyes. ‘‘The innocent victim of my 
lust for gold!’’ 

In a hushed and solemn silence the 
tin coffin was resealed and reverently 
removed to a quiet cemetery in the 
country where the grave would not 
become an object for the vulgar and 
curious eye. So Annie Cameron re- 
ceived her fourth funeral and third 
burial and there, undisturbed since, 
she sleeps to this day. 

Those who had only been too ready 
to believe the worst of Cameron were 
now only too eager to beg his forgive- 
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ness. But, though he had scotched 
the ugly tales whispered against him, 
Cameron now suffered the added re- 
morse of having, as he saw it, vio- 
lated her coffin to make a macabre 
peep-show of her body. The thought 
of this last sacrilege was too much 
for him to bear. He lost interest in 
everything. His money, which he had 
never wanted for himself and now had 
no use for, melted away. His return 
to reduced circumstances was like a 
divine punishment which he accepted 
without complaint. 

Down to his last cent, he left On- 
tario for good and became an aimless 
wander, winding up,’ years later, 
back in British Columbia and the Car- 
iboo. But the gold rush days were 
over, the Cariboo deserted, a lonely, 
exhausted land of empty shacks with 
the odd miner’s tool lying here and 
there rusting in the earth alongside 
abandoned diggings. 

For months Cameron drifted about 
the district where...so long ago now 
it seemed. .. he had made his ill-fated 
fortune. A bent and broken vagrant , 
his mind was filled with the ghosts of 
the past, one memory in particular 
haunting his heart. Or it may have 
been more than a memory. In the 
emptiness and the silence Annie’s 
ghost may indeed have walked with 
Jovbasis ae 

On November 7, 1888, death re- 
leased ‘Cariboo’ Cameron from his 
long penance and he was buried in 
Barkerville, itself now little more 
than a ghost town. And his passing, 
to himself at least, proved the eternal 
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truth that money is not everything and 
that, while it may take a lifetime, a 
man can die of a broken heart. 
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The old saying about ‘‘never a dull 
moment’? is nowhere more evident 
than in an editorial office. The main 
reason forthis is that most jobs have 
only one boss waiting to pounce, but 
we have them by the thousands. Every- 
one who reads the magazine and spots 
an error promptly writes and tells 
us. Of course we are highly grateful 
for this and always welcome letters, 
complimentary or otherwise. They 
reveal more than anything else that 
readers have a genuine interest in 
the magazine. 

Last issue, for instance, we boosted 
our forthcoming article on Pan Phill- 
ip’s trail drive from the north Chil- 
cotin to Quesnel. We considered the 
drive North America’s longest, others 
whom we consulted were of the same 
opinion, and the newspaper even join- 
ed in agreement. We thereupon went 
out on a limb and called it the con- 
tinent’s longest. Naturally the issue 
was hardly out when we received a 
letter politely pointing out the folly of 
our thinking. 

Mrs. Tommy Holte at Anahim Lake 
sent in a letter differing radically. 
She says that the longest trail drive 
is from Anahim Lake to Williams 
Lake, a distance of about 220 miles. 
Last fali she and her husband and a 
helper drove a herd of cattle from 
Anahim to Williams Lake. They were 
on the trail 22 days, 4 days longer 
than their neighbour to the north. 
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From this evidence it seems that the 
Holtes can claim the longest drive in 
actual miles. But Pan can claim the 
longest drive along an actual trail 
because the road to Anahim has been 
so improved that it is no longer a 
trail. However we aren’t going to 
get involved. Living as they do less 
than a hundred wilderness miles apart 
the Holtes and the Phillips are virtual 
neighbours in terms of cow country 
distance. They can settle it them- 
selves and tell us the outcome at the 
great Chilcotin meeting place--the 
Anahim Lake stampede. 

Just in case our advertisers are 
wondering iftheir messages are ever 
read, a Christmas card from D. 
Shuuman of Terrace answers the 
question. In the card was a copy of 
West End Motors advertisement from 
the November-December issue, and 
the notation ‘I have never before seen 
a slip up like this in an advertise- 
ment.’ 

Now a statement like this brings a 
deathly silence to even the best regu- 
lated editorial offices. We finally 
summoned courage to open the mag- 
azine and started flipping the pages, 
expecting to see at least a Chevrolet 
truck in an International dealers ad. 
At first we could find nothing wrong , 
then when we did notice the slip up 
we heaved a sigh of relief. The mis- 
take didn’t originate with us. Inci- 
dentally before you read farther, look 
across the page and see if you can 
spot the boner. 

For some reason the pick-up is 
pictured with the steering wheel on 
the right. How this happened is a 
mystery. Apparantly gremlins at In- 
ternational Harvestor Company went 
into action and moved the steering 
wheel for the picture and shifted it 
back later before anyone noticed. We 
sent for new pictures but they didn’t 
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With the passage of time Cameron's 
cabin, like virtually all other indica- 
tions of the gold rush, has crumbled. 
Cameron, however, still sleeps inthe 
little cemetary above the creek that 
brought him triumph and tragedy. 


arrive in time to change for this 
issue. 

Meanwhile for readers who haven’t 
yet spotted anything amiss, good 
hunting. Incidentally spelling mis- 
takes don’t count. 

Speaking of readers the last issue 
enjoyed the largest readership in the 
publication’s history. 5,250 copies 
rolled off the press, and since the 
average national magazine is read by 
about 4 people, this basis gives us 
over 20,000 readers. Probably the 
true figure exceeds this because the 
Digest, being a regional publication, 
enjoys a higher pass-on readership 
than national magazines. 

‘But judging from the more than 300 
Christmas gift subscription orders 
we received, many people decided to 
give the Digest as a present instead 
of parting with their own copy. This 
is a two way benefit. First, everyone 
is sure of getting a copy and second, 
increased circulation lowers our per 
copy printing cost. Within the next 
year we hopeto passthis saving along 
to our readers. 
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